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Program Notes 

The Ballade Variations is an arrangement, for vibraphone, of the 
third movement of my Glass House Concerto, which I composed 
for Matthew Coley in 2011-2012.  Matthew immediately 
recognized this movement’s popular appeal and asked me to make 
an arrangement for vibraphone. 
 
The title refers to the fact that the work is made up of repeated 
statements of a simple song-like melody over which the soloist 
presents a number of different figurations (chorale, pseudo-
cadenza, arpeggiated/ostinato, etc.).  The work’s midpoint is 
marked by a dramatic modulation from A-flat to C, and an 
entirely new lyrical melody.  Fragments of this new tune are 
heard combined with the first as the work draws to a close.   
 
It should be mentioned that all of this musical material began life 
as the slow movement of my sonatina for violin and piano, which I 
composed concurrently with other movements of the concerto. I 
eventually discarded the idea of including a slow movement in 
that piece altogether, and the music ended up in the concerto. 
 
The piece is virtually unchanged, apart from adjusting the solo 
part to account for the vibraphone’s range.  This new version was 
premiered by Matthew Coley, accompanied by conductor Mike 
Golemo and the Iowa State University Wind Ensemble, in 
October, 2014. 
 
A.A. 
Hartford, CT 
Summer, 2014 
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Possession of performance materials does not grant  
the right the perform this work!   

All performances must be reported immediately to the composer 
and/or licensed by Broadcast Music, Inc. (BMI), 7 World Trade 

Center, 250 Greenwich St.  
New York, NY 10007-0030.  Copies of the printed program must 

accompany reports of any performances. 
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Flutes I, II 
Oboes I, II 

Clarinet in B-flat I, II, III 
Bass clarinet in B-flat 

Bassoons I, II 
Soprano saxophone in B-flat 

Alto saxophone in E-flat 
Tenor saxophone in B-flat 

Baritone saxophone in E-flat 

Horns in F I, II, III, IV 
Trumpets in B-flat I, II 

Trombone I, II 
Bass trombone 

Euphonium 
Tuba 

Double Bass 
Timpani (2) 

Percussion (2 players): 
Suspended cymbal, glockenspiel, 
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I.























˙
˙

˙

˙

˙
w
w

æ



W





















Morendo...

Morendo...

p























Wæ



J

œ ‰ Œ Ó





















W

U

W

W

U

W
W

U

W
U

W

W

U

W

U

W

W



U



U



U



U

W

U

æ



U

W
W

U

W

U



U

W
W

U



U

W
U

W

U

W

U

Wb

U

æ

W

W

U

œ Œ Ó 

U

p

p

p

p

p

p

p

p

p

p

very warm

very warm

very warm

very warm

very warm

very warm

p

p

p

p

p very warm
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