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Program Notes

The year 2017 was a particularly significant one for me; I started a new job in Pennsylvania
and moved away from Hartford, the city I’d called home for the better part of a decade. It
also meant a lot of time apart from my partner, who had himself recently taken a new job in
Connecticut. It was during this period that Kalena Bovell asked me to compose a piece for
her group at the Loomis Chaffee Academy.

I set out to write a piece that would deal in some way with these life changes, and I began to
think about other works that explored the ideas of departures and goodbyes. The first piece
that leapt to mind was Beethoven’s “Farewell” sonata (op. 81a), written in honor of a
patron who fled Vienna when Napoleon invaded the city in 1809. As I looked over the first
movement, I found a number of very small motives that I adopted as my own germinal
materials. These were processed the and developed to create the new work.

Much of the work is comprised of both rhythmic and pitch-based patterns. Hence it often
sounds “frozen,” perhaps to illustrate the frustration and uncertainty I felt at pursuing an
exciting new opportunity while at the same time being cognizant of the sadness and
loneliness I’d experience without my partner and friends near me.

Allentown, PA
Summer, 2017

Duration: Approx. 6 1/2 minutes

Possession of performance materials does not grant the right to perform this work. All performances must be reported
promptly to the composer and/or licensed by Broadcast Music, Inc. (BMI), 7 World Trade Center, 250 Greenwich St.
New York, NY 10007-0030. Copies of the printed program must accompany reports of any performances.
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