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Notes 
I am a certifiable pencil nerd. Sharpening a quality wood 
pencil to the perfect point is one of the most satisfying things I 
can think of. I love the smell of cedar and graphite. The feeling 
of marking the page with a fine instrument like a Blackwing is 
one of the best parts of my craft.  

Here are three little love letters to three pencils I’m 
particularly fond of. I tried to express in music what it feels 
like to write with them, to capture each one’s unique 
personality. 

This set is part of an ongoing project I simply call “little 
pieces”—solo piano music or art songs that I’ve been writing 
when the mood strikes, when I have nothing better to do, or 
when I need a break from a larger project. Like my pencils, 
these little pieces keep my technique sharp. 

Spring, 2023 
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for Nestor, with gratitude for the lovely pencils!
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∑
p

.œ œ œ œ

œ œœ œœ

A tempo .œ Jœ œ

œ
œœ œœ

.œ œ œ œ

œ œœ œœ
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&

?

b

b

95 >̇ œ- œ-

œ> œœ œ# œ- œ-

˙̇# œ-
..˙̇

p
.œ œ œ œ

œ œœ œœ
poco a poco cresc.

Poco a poco accel. .œn Jœ œ

.œ Jœ œnŒ ˙̇

.œn œ œ œ

œ œœ œœn

&

?

b

b

100 .œ# Jœ œ

.œ Jœ œ#Œ ˙̇b

.œ# œ œ œ

œ œœ œœ

.œ Jœ œ

.œ Jœ œŒ ˙̇

.œ œ œ œ> œ>

.œ Jœ œnŒ œœn œœ>

œ> œ> œ>

...˙̇̇b

Più mosso

ƒ

&

?

b

b

105 œ> œ> œ>
...˙̇̇

œ> œ> œ>
...˙̇̇

.˙
U
>

...˙̇̇U

œ œ# œ

..˙̇Œ ˙̇
π sub.

Lento

una corda

œ# œ œ

..˙̇ ..˙̇
œ œ# œ

..˙̇ ..˙̇

&

?

b

b

111

œ# œ œ-

˙̇ Œ˙̇
p

.œ œ œ œ

œ
œœ# œœ

Tempo primo

tre corde

.œ jœ œ

œ œœ œœ

.œ œ œ œ

œ œœ œœ

.œ jœ œ

œ œœ œœ

&

?

b

b

116

.œ œ œ œ

œ œœ œœ

œ .œ œ œœAU ,
œ .Jœ
œœ œœ œœ# ,-U

Rit.

π
.œ œ jœ. ‰ jœœ#

.
‰œ Jœ Jœ

œœ J
œœ ‰ jœœ.

‰

Quasi a tempo jœœœ. ‰ ˙̇̇
U

jœœ. ‰ ˙̇
U
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