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I write little pieces (solo piano, art songs, etc.) when I’m between larger 
projects, or when I need a break. I find them a good way to give myself a quick 
creative “win” and to reconnect with the spontaneity and sense of fun that I 
value in my creative work. This is a collection of minute vocal works that fall 
into this category. I wrote the first and last songs in this set in 2020, and the 
Sandburg in 2023.


 
The Want of You (Angelina Weld Grimké)

A hint of gold where the moon will be; 

Through the flocking clouds just a star or two; 

Leaf sounds, soft and wet and hushed, 

And oh! the crying want of you. 

Nocturne (Alfred Kreymborg)

The pantaloons are dancing,

dancing, through the night,

pure white pantaloons,

underneath the moon,

on a jolly wash line,

skipping from my room,

over to Miranda,

who washed them this noon.

Summer Stars (Carl Sandburg)

Bend low again, night of summer stars.

So near you are, sky of summer stars, 

So near, a long-arm man can pick off stars, 

Pick off what he wants in the sky bowl, 

So near you are, summer stars, 

So near, strumming, strumming, 

                So lazy and hum-strumming.
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The Want of You
Angelina Weld Grimké
(1880-1958)

© Andrew Ardizzoia, 2021. All poems are in the public domain.

Andrew Ardizzoia
(b. 1979)
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(with disbelief and awe)

Nocturne
Alfred Kreymborg
(1883-1966)
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